
On June 25, 2009, President Obama nominated Bruce Oreck to be U.S. Ambassador to 
Finland. 
 

Bruce Oreck, Nominee for Ambassador to the Republic of Finland 
 

Bruce Oreck was a partner in the New Orleans, Louisiana law firm of Liskow & 
Lewis from 1981 until 1992 where his practice was centered on the representation of the 
oil and gas industry.  He went on to found his own firm: Oreck, Crighton, Adams & 
Chase, where he represented primarily Fortune 100 companies in connection with state 
and local tax issues. Mr. Oreck also served as Vice President and General Counsel for 
his family business, The Oreck Corporation (the manufacturer and seller of Oreck 
vacuum cleaners), from 1993 until the company was sold in 2003.  Mr. Oreck is the 
author of a number of treatises and legal publications.  Separate from his legal practice, 
Mr. Oreck founded and operated a real estate development company.  Originally 
focused on historic restorations, he renovated and restored over 100,000 square feet of 
historic homes and apartment buildings in New Orleans, Louisiana.  He also founded 
The Zero Carbon Initiative, is a founding member of the Board of Trustees for The 
Grand Canyon Trust, and remains very active in environmental matters.  Mr. Oreck 
served as a member of Colorado Governor Bill Ritter’s New Energy transition advisory 
team and as a member of the Colorado Climate Action Panel. 
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